Artgoers Welcome to Plovdiv’s fourth Night of Museums and Galleries
on 26th September

Plovdiv’s private and municipal museums and galleries, and other public institutions, will remain open during the night of 26th September for the city’s fourth annual Night of Museums and Galleries. The motto this year is “Come join us, never mind the pyjamas!”.

The largest festival of its kind in Bulgaria, the Night of Museums and Galleries has in recent years attracted a growing number of visitors (20 000 in 2007) with its unique blend of serious art and entertainment.  
In this year’s programme, 31 museums and galleries will unveil exhibitions presenting the full range of the visual arts – from painting, ceramics and sculpture, to photography, prints, drawings, cartoons, and multimedia installations. Some artists will be available to meet the visitors on site. A fringe programme of concerts, theatre performances, screenings, fashion shows, lotteries and wine tasting will complement the evening.  
The Regional Museum of History in Shoumen is presenting a fascinating exhibition of film posters from the 1930s to 1980s at the Atanas Krustev – Nacho Kulturata Museum & House. Plovdivian artist Svilen Blazhev is celebrating his 55th anniversary with a show at the George Papazov Gallery. Sariev Gallery is showing ceramics by Monika Popova and screening a documentary about the 2008 edition of the Sofia Undergraound Festival (FreeWill Society is playing afterwards). Studio No. 9 is arranging anonymous works by 30 Bulgarian artists and asking the audience to “Guess the Artist’s Sex!”, and hosting a performance by London-based Callum Kerr. 
The Roman Amphitheatre has inspired French artists Sophie Tabakov, Laurent Soubise and Alex Tabakov for their “Roots” Labyrinth of Light, designed especially for the old Roman site, an installation organised by the Municipality of Plovdiv, the French cultural centre, the Centre for Anthropological and Ethno-sociological Studies and the Open Arts Foundation. 

The Banya Starinna Centre for Contemporary Art is presenting works by 20 internationally recognised Bulgarian and foreign artists (within the 14th Week of Contemporary Art) selected by curators Betina Steinbrugge and Vessela Nozharova. The exhibition Bulgaria 360° with photographs by Alexader Ivanov taken from paragliders (organised by Magazine 1) will be arranged in the Central Square.
15 non-traditional locations – clubs, courtyards and even parking lots – are also joining in the celebration of the arts, as are the Plovdiv State Puppet Theatre, the Plovdiv Drama Theatre, the Orpheus Open-air Cinema, the Blue House, Magelan Bookshop, the Ivan Vazov Community Centre and others. 


Interactive animations by Svetlana Mircheva and Raicho Stanev will be on display at Petnoto na Rorschach Club, and a real reading room with tables, books, magazines and reading lamps will be arranged in front of the brand-new ARTNEWSCAFE downtown. The square in front of the Djumaya Mosque will be the starting point for the street theatre performance the Suitcases (8 p.m.). The Ethnographic Museum is presenting a vintage fashion show (“alla turka” and “alla franca”) “from the time of our grandmothers”.

Entrance to all events is free.
Full programme details are available at www.gallery-night.info.
