Night of Museums and Galleries Plovdiv 2007

State, municipal and private museums in Plovdiv will remain open on night of 28 September to entertain guests from near and far  

On 28 September 2007 Plovdiv will host its now-annual Night of Museums and Galleries in celebration of cultural heritage and the arts. After two successful editions (2005 and 2006), the festival will extend to neighbouring cities Stara Zagora and Pazardjik.

More than 70 state, municipal and private museums and galleries in the three cities will remain open throughout the Night, allowing free public access to more than 200 hundred art events.
Main Programme
In Plovdiv alone, visitors can choose from a programme of more than 120 events: exclusive exhibitions, concerts, theatre performances, screenings, art demonstrations, workshops, book presentations and children’s events. Access everywhere will be free.

Among the most attractive events in this year’s programme are the Just Arrived exhibition of contemporary Dutch ceramics by some of Netherland’s best known designers plus a Dutch food design demonstration (Sariev Gallery), the exclusive opening of the house and studio of celebrated Bulgarian artist Zlatyu Boyadjiev and access to the unique frescos in the house’s outside toilet, demonstrations on an authentic lithographic press in the town council square, the performance “Interview with the Euro Bear” at the Corridor Gallery and the sizable „The Cinema Centre presents” exhibition with costumes and props for popular Bulgarian films from 20th c. in the Ethnographic Museum. 

Visitors might also be interested in seeing the National Autumn Exhibitions Plovdiv 2007 in Balabanov’s House and the Mexican Art Gallery; the latest sculptures of prof. Stefan Lyutakov (Art Spectar Gallery); Bilyana Hinova’s photography exhibition / happening „A Night in the Hamalayas” with portraits of children from the Himalaya mountains (Red Pony Gallery in the Open); works by Plovdiv’s young avant-garde artists Petar Kochevski and Boris Rokanov (Apollinaire Gallery and Plovdiv Painters’ Association); curator Yana Kostova’s „Bulgaria? …Oh, yes, Bucurest” project which addresses issues of cultural and national identity, with the participation of artists from six countries (Banya Starinna – Centre for Contemporary Art); screenings of archive documentaries from the socialist period on authentic cine-machine (Plovdiv State Archives) and the Polish Cultural Institute’s photography exhibition  “Orthodox Christianity in Poland”.

Two brand new Plovdiv galleries will have their official openings in this year’s edition of the Night of Museums and Galleries – the Lautliev Photographic Gallery and the Elista Gallery.
Art in the City and Fringe Programmes
New in this year’s programme are the events and installations in the open, which will make visitors’ itineraries even more exciting. Noteworthy are the light installation “Clean” in the Djumaya Mosque gardens and Iva Bratanova’s photographic project “Which city is this?” in the waiting area of Plovdiv’s Central Railway Station.

The Fringe Programme includes numerous screenings (including a premiere of the documentary “Remember Sofia Underground!” at Nailona Club), a free theatre performance (Mission Othello at the Drama Theatre) and several concerts (including recitals of Plovdivian jazz singers Miroslava Katsarova and Petar Salchev).
DJ DOMU will host the closing party of the Night, co-organised by Cotton Records and Magazine 1, in the courtyard of Plovdiv’s Drama Theatre. 

Children’s Programme
Young artists can participate in a variety of events in the Children’s Programme from 18.00 to 20.00. 

The symbol of this year’s edition of the Night of Museums and Galleries is a constellation – a personal itinerary which visitors can put together for themselves on the art map of nocturnal Plovdiv. 
The event is organised by the Open Art Foundation and the Initiative Committee for the Night of Museums and Galleries in Plovdiv. Sponsors are M-tel, Interlease Plovdiv and the International Fair of Plovdiv.

Full programme details in Bulgarian and English after 15 September at  www.gallery-night.info
For contact: office@openartsfoundation.org, info@gallery-night.info
